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reserved by’them as 1t hed been before, the tribe in Couneil
walting cholee of & reliable person to take eare of it. is time
assed on and the tribe was removed westward this copy fell into
ais hands, and he had 1% in his possession until the hreakin@but
of the elvil war. He was then living on the north side of the
Washita River, where the Washita Agency was afterward located.
While on a vigit to hie sister in the Chiekasaw Nation
he learned that an officer vhom he had Imown during the Hexican
war was 1n}eammanﬁ ef 2 neighboring fort (I think elther Fort
Arbuekle or Fort Washita) and went %o make him a visit., Hexre
he Tirst learnel of the secesslion of the Sounthern Siates,
As the Chiekasewns and Choefaws, by whom the fort was surrounded,
were slave owners the commander of this gearrison found himself
completely hemmed in by Souvthern sympathizers, if not sstusl
abettors, sov that he saw n§ way to escape with his fouree from his
enbarrassed condition, and laid his sigfation before Captain Black
Beaver, who knew the whole country well, eslling upon him to help
him ont of his difficulty. The Ceptain at Tirst offected on
aceount of the exposed condition his own property would be in
end the loss he night be liable to sustain If he did not rencve
it {(prineipally cattle and ponies) to = place of safety.
assured
On beng smrromuded by the commanding officer (whose name I

do not recollecit) that CGovernment would fully redzburse sny loss
he might sustain while endesvoring o rescue Goverament troops
and property from evident destruction, he Tinally sgreed to make
the effort to conduet them to a place of safety., This, fron his
intimate knowledge of the eountryry and aequ&intaﬁce with the wild
trives to the westward, and northward, he waé}anaﬁla& $0 SUCCHesSe
fully seconplish, although ifYwould necessitate an absence of

several weeks from his hone,



