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About this book

 

When Galileo heard news of a telescope invented in the 
Netherlands he quickly worked out its underlying geometry 
and crafted one of his own design.  Upon turning it to the 
heavens he made a number of sensational discoveries 
reported in the hastily-produced 

 

Sidereus nuncius

 

 (Venice, 
1610), including indisputable evidence for the existence of 
mountains on the Moon.  In perhaps the most important 
part of the book, Galileo identified the four satellites of Jupi-
ter now known as the Galilean Moons, and described them 
as a miniature Copernican system set in the sky for the sake 
of persuading his generation to abandon Earth-centered cos-
mologies.  He named the Jovian moons the Medicean Stars 
after the Medici rulers of his native Tuscany, and was soon 
called to a position as Mathematician and Natural Philoso-
pher in the Medici court.  

The copy of the 

 

Sidereus nuncius

 

 digitized here is held in 
the History of Science Collections of the University of Okla-
homa and is listed in the public-access Online Catalog.  It is 
a presentation copy; Galileo’s signature is displayed on the 
bottom of the title page.  

 

About this pdf

 

With support provided by Dean Sul Lee and the Uni-
versity Libraries, and working in the History of Science 
Collections, graduate assistant Maria Paleologou tenderly 
photographed each leaf of the book, scanned the slides to produce individual high-resolution tif files, and produced 
this 200 dpi, color pdf suitable for serious offline research.  This digitization is a prototype of what we hope will 
become an extensive online library for the history of science.  During spring 2001 we plan to upload other versions of 
this work (in different resolutions and layouts), and an early English translation along with supporting educational 
pages to serve a range of teaching and research needs.  

For more information about the History of Science Collections and ongoing digitization plans see http://librar-
ies.ou.edu/hsci/ or email the Librarian, Kerry Magruder, at kmagruder@ou.edu.




































































